LIFEWATCH

FEBRUARY 2021

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF ALLIANCE FOR LIFE
INTERNATIONAL

WHAT CONSCIENCE RIGHTS? YOU’RE FIRED!!
(PART II)
We continue our effort to understand those of us
who are deeply concerned about the practice of
medicine and the ethical considerations it raises. In
our issue of LifeWatch, Dec 2019, we defined
conscience rights and gave examples of
conscience rights violations (1).

A Kibaale family: our future clients at St
Raphael Children Medical & Wellness
Center

In this article, we will discuss why some doctors
refuse to refer their patients for medical
procedures they personally find objectionable.
We will look at doctors who were faced with ethical
dilemmas during the Nazi regime and how they
responded.
Is this issue pertinent in the first place? Forty-three
percent of physicians in the US believe they do not
have an obligation to refer their patient to another
practitioner to facilitate legal medical services that
they find immoral (2). Major medical associations
disagree (3).
Conscience is not a matter of personal preference
or moral sensibility. It is based on strongly held
moral convictions and moral reasoning. These are
not merely feelings. They are beliefs that can be
communicated to patients, families and medical
colleagues (4).
Some want to eliminate conscience laws
altogether and advance the following: the
physician who does not want to offer a legal
medical service or at the very least refer for it,
should not be allowed to practice in that area of
medicine (5).
In Canada, the Ontario College of Physicians and
Surgeons require that physicians make an
“effective referral” for practices into which doctors
refuse to participate. The court rendered two
decisions against the objecting physicians (6).
A physician’s interactions with his patient is based
on two obligations: acting in the patient’s best
interest and respecting the patient’s selfdetermination in accordance with his
(cont. p.2)

ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE ARE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT, LOUISE ALLARD

AN UPDATE FROM UGANDA!
After spending close to nine months in Uganda
during the Covid crisis, Louise is now in the US
since late Nov.
Here’s what happening in our Pregnancy
Resource Center (PRC). Young women in
distressing pregnancies come to us usually
through referral. Norah visits them in their
home. The needs become apparent. Often, it’s
not so much the living quarters but the
disposable income for food and medical care.
We do our best to mobilize resources. Often,
it’s the extended family that comes through for
the young lady and her baby. Thank God,
Ugandans value human life.
Norah and Nobert are teaching Abstinence
Education to youth groups in our Kampala
office or in other community settings. We are
using the CCAP, a proven program from
Florida. Because of the small groups, we have
been able to give the students each their own
workbook. This allows them to share their learning
with their parents. When they reinforce Cont. p. 3)
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own values and goals. Patients and physicians
may not share common values and beliefs (7).
The American Medical Association in the
“Principles of Medical Ethics, recognizes that the
physician has an obligation to act in accord with
his own conscience or moral integrity (8). It is
spelled out in the “Code of Medical Ethics”:
“For some physicians, their professional calling is
imbued with their foundational beliefs as persons,
and at times the expectation that physicians will
put patients’ needs and preferences first may be
in tension with the need to sustain moral integrity
and continuity across both personal and
professional life...Preserving opportunity for
physicians to act (or refrain from acting) in
accordance with the dictates of conscience in
their professional practice is important for
preserving the integrity of the medical profession
as well as the integrity of the individual physician,
on which patients and the public rely. Thus
physicians should have considerable latitude to
practice in accord with well-considered, deeply
held beliefs that are central to their self-identities
(9).
What does this look like in current practice?
Controversial procedures which commonly
confront the physicians are abortion, assistedsuicide, in vitro fertilization; vasectomy, tubal
ligation, and contraception; more recently, a
whole series of interventions related to
transgender transition for adults and minors such
as hormonal suppression, hysterectomy,
mastectomy, breast augmentation, genital
reconstruction, voice therapy/surgery, and
gender-affirming counseling. Just as an

exercise in empathy, try to imagine (cont.p.3)

AMERICANS ARE PRO-LIFE!!

A new poll by the Marist College firm
reports that 51% of Americans support a
pro-life position. They support significant
restrictions on abortions. For example,
12% do not support any exceptions for
abortion; 11% would allow exception to
save the life of the mother; 28% would
allow abortion in cases of rape or incest. In
this way, at least 98% of abortions would
become illegal (12).
Even 20% of pro-choice respondents
support one of the three restriction
positions above. 77% of Americans oppose
funding of international abortion while
58% oppose funding of US abortions (13).
These poll results are consistent with a
previous Gallup poll taken last year.
America is pro-life!
Even so, $1.6 billion of our tax dollars were
spent to support abortion at home or
abroad from 2016-2018 (14). The Trump
administration started to defund Planned
Parenthood but executive orders were not
sufficient for the task. The Biden
administration is already reversing
funding to support international abortions.
Pending legislation would make abortion a
constitutional right, therefore rendering it
very difficult to change as it would require
a 2/3 majority.
We must remain vigilant and involved to
insure that our pro-life sentiment is
reflected in law, therefore protecting preborn children from destruction.
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Patients and physicians may
not share common values and
beliefs. The American
Medical Association in the
“Principles of Medical Ethics”
recognizes that the physician
has an obligation to act in
accord with his own
conscience or moral integrity

A REPORT FROM UGANDA!

(cont. from p.1)

abstinence, the teens are 75% more likely to remain
sexually abstinent. They are so excited about this
program that they are our greatest publicity.
Emily has been back hosting our radio outreach,
LIFE MATTERS. We meet people where they’re at.
We take their calls and offer further counseling. Emily
continues to teach the Billings Ovulation Method to
young ladies or couples. Louise and Emily are
supervising two new teachers in training via online
correspondence course.
Judith was learning to become a seamstress as part
of our Adopt-A-Mom program. After her first trimester,
she decided it wasn’t for her. She’s back cleaning
public spaces including ours and offering her
services to other clients. She’s on a decreasing level
of support as we promote autonomy.
As Covid group restrictions are easing somewhat, we
are beginning to fundraise in Uganda in anticipation
of starting construction of the pediatric facilities in the
nd
2 quarter. The Hoima Catholic Diocese is assisting
with ALI in the lead. Louise is leading the same effort
in the US by speaking in churches and preparing a
trip to Florida.

yourself as a surgeon having to remove the
fully developed breasts of a 16 year old
(CONT. FROM P.2)
female, prescribing life-altering hormonal
medications which will render her sterile, and
alter her sexual characteristics such as body
hair, fat redistribution, and even brain
functioning. Faced with a minor female who
has gender dysphoria which will self- correct
without treatment in 80-95% of cases by the
time the young lady reaches late adolescence
(10), you are nevertheless unable to refer her
for psychological care unless it is to affirm her
transition choice and help her adjust to her
new identity. Should this doctor be forced to
participate or forced to refer this teenager to
another doctor who will render the medical
interventions as above?
During the Nazi era, doctors were confronted
with participating in the killing of mental health
patients by non-voluntary euthanasia. Often,
the psychiatrists’ resistance was stealth:
making a different diagnosis, releasing the
patient to their families, or emphasizing the
patient’s ability for improvement, as well as
working with colleagues to evade such
draconian measures. One heroic doctor
opposed the program openly. Professor
Gottfried Ewald of Gottingen was sympathetic
to the Nazi but he could not go along with the
program and shared his opinion widely. At one
point, he hosted in his hospital up to 51
psychiatrists who had been involved in the
euthanasia program and who were hiding
from the system. His widow reports that it was
Ewald’s way to reduce their suffering (11).
Here in the US, we must resist this totalitarian
impulse that forces everyone to participate
regardless of their conscientious objections.
(11)..
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OUR DONORS SAVE LIVES AROUND THE
WORLD – THANK YOU - THANK YOU!
Alliance for Life International, a 501 (c) (3)
organization, would like to thank our donors for the
last three months. Their gifts are tax-deductible as
allowed by law. Our EIN: 33-0819422
Thank you for your faithfulness and support!

Become a monthly giver and save
the life of a precious baby! Become a
St. Raphael Teaching Hospital
Founding Member!
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